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Red Academy (Voeroes Aksdemia )

1,

The Red Academy, established in 1949, was located in the former Stock Exchange
Bullding (Toszsdepalota) in Budapest V., The pimpose of the Academy was to
train new technical and supervisery personnel selected from the workers! cadres
in Hungarian industrisl enterprises to replace older, politically unrelisbls
personnel in the enterprises., Because of the shortage of technical personnel,
many old regime technicilans, engineers aud foremen were being retained in thelr
jobs at a nominal sslary witheut a chance of promotion until new personnsl
could be trained,

A1l students for the Red Academy were carefully selected on the basls of first,
Party loyalty; sscond, social origin; and, third, talenbr——in that order. A
candidate had to be of peasant or workers! origin to gqualify for the training.
The background of most of the selected students inecluded no more then four to
gix years of elementary schooling,

The first two=year course began in the Fall of 1949, with an enrollment of
sbout 1,000 workers selected from various enterprises, This first class
completed the two-year course in the Spring of 1951, instead of in the fall
as planned;, because of the pressing need for technicdl personnel, The next
two-year sourse began in the Spring of 1951 and will end in the Spring of 1953,
Classes lasted each day from £800 hours to 1800 hours, with & two-hour lunch
and rest peried at noon,
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Insttuctors-at the Red Academy were high offlclals in varilous
mirlstries --- many of them old regime technicélans arid éngineers.
Dr. Janos Fay, who
worked untll the beginning of 1951 in the Plamning Department of
the Machine Induqtry Divislion 6f the Foundries and Machine Industries .-

- Minlstry. . Fa¥ was not of workers' origin, but he was one 6f the.

best plamning experts in the country and one of the most succéssful ¥
instructors. He was about 34, of medium height, slender, with
chestnut hair. He wore glasses.

General - subjeets taught ab the Academy, in addition to Marxism, veres
mathematics, algebra, geometry, geography, physics, chemistry,
economics, factory administratlon, accounting and bookkeeping. 1In
addition, students were obliged to study Russian and one other
elective forelgn language --- German, English, French, or 8panish.

The students were divided into groups specilallzing in some branch of

lndustry. Instruction in the specialized branch was intensive,
Speciallzation could be in machine industry, consumer goods. industry,
tool industry, iron metallurgy, telecommunications, high tension

power imdustry, food products industry, leather industry, textile
Industry, and specilal attention was paild to students specializing in
accounting and chemlstry by business organizations and chemical
industry enterprises. The students knew where they. would be placed
upon successful completion of the course. ' Thus,; candidates sent,

for instance; by the Foundries and Machine Industries Ministry
belonged teo special groups training for Jobs in various branches of
industry under that Ministry, such as consumer goods, machine industry,
‘transportation industry, telecommunications, tool industry, etec.

The student who speclalized in telecommunications underwent intensive
training in that partieular field, while he was instrueted in only the '
most salient points in other subJeots of possible use to him in his
position as manager of an enterprise. ‘Qther students were intensively
trained for executive Jobs in the Ministry, e.g. in planning or -
Investment departments, ete. : ’ .

Karoly Hsmols', a former worker in the
one Flintware Factory (Granit Csiszolokorong-,
es Koeedenygyar » who later became chief of the Materials and Gooda

‘Dlstribution Department in the Iron Metallurgy Division of the
Foundries and Machine Industries Ministry. Hémela was sent by the
Ministry to the Red Academy for training in foredgn trade. Upon the
successful completion of the two-year Academy. tralning,; he will be
eligible for an executive post in one of the State foreign trade
enterprises, Hemslx was about 37, tall, somewhat bent, slender,
narrow faced, with dark hair and eyes. He was intelligent, quiet and
decent, He was & Communist.:

Evening Technical Univerﬁities

8.

Simnltaneoualy -with theé opening of the Red Academy in 1949, the
followling evening schodls were started for trailning technicians from L
among selected workers to replace old-time personnel in supervisory.

~ Jobs and to help train engineers in accordance with the Five Yeéar- Planz

a. Metallurgical Evening Te&hnical Univereity, Miskole ZﬁBO6N—
204TE/ .

b, Evening ‘Technical. Textile University, Szeged.

e Evening Technical University (Esti Mueszaki Egyetem) with branches
. 1n Metal Technology, Chemistry, and’ Agriculture, in Budapest,
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At the’ Evenins Technical" University in Budapest the rirst course in
19&9 ‘was supposed to lgst ror six ménths, However, i1t was soon
apparént that 90% of the students, because of thelr sketchy elementary
éducation, would not be @ablé to make the grade in that time. The S
subjests included mathematics, physics, and chemiitry, 1In 19506§£ﬁx
térm waa exterided to one year, but it proved too stnwﬁgga even

-for students ‘attending school after a ‘dayts work to ¢ tQ.eover in :
one year subjects which ordinarily took eight years to learn. i

) F&ll of 1952 the length of the- tourse 'was'to
éxtended t6 two years. The hours of instruction were from 1500 hours:
to 2000 hours every day except Saturdays and Sundays, & total of

-25: hours a week,

'mraculw at the Budapest Evening
echnical Universlity --- a prolessor named (fnu) KUNCZ who taught

deseriptive geometry. In 1951 there was a purge of instructors in
that institution. '
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